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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY REPORT

8.1 Report on launch European Interest Group of Small-scale Food Producers

The (renamed) “FOX Small Scale Food Processors Interest Group” is the main tool to bring
technical innovation towards all stakeholders interested in food processing in a decentralised
manner via an EU-wide platform for transfer of innovative technologies and new business
models creating new market opportunities. It is organised as an open group, and free of
charge. Members do sign into this group by accepting the Terms of References via the FOX
website. Stakeholders are but are not limited to primary producers as farmers or
cooperatives, companies performing first stage processing, and subsequent steps along the
value chain.

First step to set up this interest group has been the launch of the FOX website which is the
only entry point into the group. First stakeholders targeted have been attracted by a mailing
from EUFIC/DIL to all partners in October 2019, whereas first members signed into the group,
which is expected to grow over the time of FOX implementation. Target is to have 50 — 150
members. This first addressees (October 2019) are mostly on European level and will act as
multiplier towards furthermore regional members.

This Deliverable was developed mainly by partners DIL and EUFIC.

Objectives

The (renamed) “FOX Small Scale Food Processors Interest Group” is the main tool to bring
technical innovation towards all stakeholders interested in food processing in a decentralised
manner taking advantage of more regional and/or shorter value chains. It is designed to be an
EU-wide platform for transfer of innovative technologies, new business models creating new
market opportunities. It is organised as an open group, growing over the time of FOX, and
free of charge. Members do sign into this group by accepting the Terms of References which
are available online via the FOX web site. Stakeholders are but are not limited to primary
producers as farmers or cooperatives, companies performing first stage processing, and
subsequent steps along the value chain as wholesale or retail, from the public sector, policy
and further multiplier as from national and regional agriculture and food associations.

First step to set up this interest group has been the launch of the FOX website which is the
only entry point into the group, by individuals signing and accepting the Terms of Reference
online. First level of stakeholders targeted has been a mailing from EUFIC/DIL to all partners
in October 2019 disseminating purpose and Terms of Reference of the interest group. First
members signed into the group, which is expected to grow over the time of FOX
implementation. Target is to have 50 — 150 members. This first addressees (October 2019)
are mostly on European level and do act as multiplier to disseminate and communicate with
more reginal additional members along the value chain.
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Main Objective of the Interest Group (IG) is to act as the main tool to bring technical
innovation as developed in WP 1 — 4 as well as WP 5 (Business Models & Foresight), WP 6
(Consumer Engagement) and WP 7 (Sustainability & Health) to all stakeholders interested in
food processing, embedded into the respective value chain.

Target group

Multi-stakeholder processes have been recognized as being necessary to the development of
public policies seeking to promote systemic innovation in response to complex and
multidimensional challenges of the food sector. Hence, actors engaged in the value chains
have been -up to this level at PM 5 —identified both on an EU level and a regional level, by
support of project partners, and via desk research (please refer to Annex 2 at the end of this
document). A major part of these actors is on an EU level, as they are engaged in EU
associations and networks, and are thought to act as “multiplier” to reach out to more
regional/local stakeholders (e.g. EUFIN, the European Fruit Research Network, EUVRIN, the
European Vegetable Research Institute Network, ACTA, the Network of institutes in the plan
and animal production sectors, CEJA, the European Council of Young Farmers, COPA COGECA,
the European Farmers European Agrico operatives, PROFEL, the European Association of Fruit
and Vegetables Processors, and SEA SN, the South Eastern Europe Advisory Service Network)
— this list is also expected to grow during this project. Actors on EU level will be addressed
also for next activities within WP 8, as the European Stakeholder Workshop “Region”
(proceedings and recommendations) in project months 26 (July 2021), the European
Stakeholder Workshop “Innovation” in PM 35 (April 2022), and the European Stakeholder
Workshop “Political Exchange” in PM 50 (July 2023), as well as for the important
demonstration days in FOX model and associated partner regions in PM 53 (task 8.5) The role
of regional/local actors will increase during the project, and numbers of both European and
local/regional actors will increase during FOX. The list of contacts will be updated accordingly
(living document) and is available on FOX SharePoint.

For a descriptive graphic about the IG and its evolution over time please see Figure 1 below.
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Figure 1: Small Scale Food Processors Interest Group
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Prior to the launch of the IG, Terms of Reference have been developed (please refer to Annex

1). The Terms of References lay down purpose, membership details and privacy statement

which must be accepted to become a member of the IG. The Terms are available via the FOX
website and may be updated if needed during the FOX project (please also refer to Figure 2).

Key contact is Peter Holl, DIL (WP 8 leader), administrator of the IG website and registration is

EUFIC (host of FOX web site), IG member details are stored at EUFIC.
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@ https;//www.fox-foodprocessinginabox.eu/about-fox

) Foo
e Home

Partners Research v News & Events Contact us

FOX stimulates short food supply chains; transitioning from a more
centralised industry, to local production hubs. So-called food -circles e
are the European regions in which the FOX technologies will be -
demonstrated to be integrated into the entire food production chain
In these regions, which have significant fruit and vegetable
productions (conventional and organic), the impact of the FOX
approach on the environment, business, people and their health will
be assessed. That, together with the input from engaged consumers,
will serve as vital input for the further development and upscaling of
FOX

EU support Joinl

FOX is a unique collaboration between universities, research institu

small to medium enterprises, industries and associations, who are FOX seeks a wide support through setting up a European Interest Group of
extremely grateful for the financial support of 7 million Euro from the small-scale food processors. This group will also foster the dialogue to
European Commissions Horizon 2020 Research and Innovation deliver policy recommendations

programme. The project lasts for 4,5 years (june 2019 - November 2023)

Figure2: Registration for Interest Group at FOX website (screenshot: www.fox-foodproccessinginabox.eu, please see also
below (“=2join”)).

The Terms of References have been activated end of October 2019, and the IG was launched
via e-mail, addressing all FOX-partners end of October 2019, particularly EFFOST, KOB, CTPA,
FOODTECH, SMA CZ, AGRO CR.

Outlook

Next steps to extent membership of the IG will via regular mailings of Fox Newsletters (next
newsletter is planned for February 2020). A separate invitation mailing to the European
Stakeholder Workshop 1 dealing with exchange on best practice in FOX regions (PM 18,
organized by SMA) is foreseen for March 2020. Agenda and mailing will be done according to
MS 36 on Month 9/ February 2020), followed by Workshops 2 and 3 within WP 8. A similar
approach will be taken on workshops within other WPs, next one will be the “Scenario-
Workshop” March 31st, 2020 (to develop framework scenarios for the European Food sector
in 2035), organised by ISI/WP 8.
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Deviation

The implementation has been delayed from PM 5 to PM 8, to take advantage of gathering
inputs from the first Segment Meeting held at WUR end of November 2019. The deviation
has no impact on further activities of FOX.
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Annex1: Terms of References
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FO¥X — M5 B.1 Terms of Reference for European Interest Group S5FP (DE.1) developed

European Interest Group of Small-Scale Food Processors (1G-55FP): Terms of Reference

September 2019

The European Interest Group of Small-5cale Food Processors (IG-55FF) is an initiative of the FOX
consortium. FOX is a European cooperative project with 25 partners. It is funded by the European
Commission in Horizon 2020 [(Grant Agreement Nr. B17683). Coordinator of the project is DIL
Deutsches Institut fur Lebensmitteltechnik e V. FOX started on June 1, 2019 and will end Movember
30, 2023.

The IG-55FP was launched in September 2015,
Purpose

Purpose of 1G-55FP is to 5t up an active and vibrant platform within the EU project FOX {Innovative
food processing in a box, GA B177E6E3, Horizon 2020):

. to disseminate and exchange in a timely manner results and findings of the EU project FOX 1o

an interested audience. This will be mainly done via a regular newsletter (2 times a year).

. to inform and invite group members to FOX events. We will invite |G-55FF member to any
public event of FOX. In case of limitation in participation members of the IG-55FP will be preferred in
the registration process. Public FOX events are free of charge. Travel and accommaodation to the

event are on the participant expenses.

. to identify experts beyond the FOX consortium who are interested to contribute to FOX
workshops and studies. For a couple of FOX activities, we are looking for experts with different
backgrounds especially regarding our activities in foresight studies, development of business
opportunities or engagement of consumer and civil society. For these experts, FOX might cover travel
and accommodation depending on the activity. Participation of group members as experts in FOX

activities is only valuntarily.

. to get in contact with groups that are interestad in demonstration activities of FOX
technologies on-site. The FOX consortium plans a couple of demonstration events in various
Eurcpean regicns as well as a demonstration of FOX technologies to selected companies on a

confidential basis. The [G-55FP will be used to identify those interested stakeholders

= toinitiate an cpen dialogue between IG-35FP members and the FOX consortium. Active input by
|G-55FF members is highly appreciated. Topics of mutual interest can be put on the FOX agenda,
and the FOX project can communicate putting emphasis on certain angles.
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1G-55FP supports and expands local economies. Hence, they are doing something for the region by
offering local jobs and services, and developing regions. Members of the I1G-55FP group are
supporting the idea of sustainable circular economy in the agri-food business, are interested in new
business opportunities and/or commit themselves to research, development, innovation or
education in this regard. They would like to stimulate the transition from a centralized large-scale
food processing industry to a more decentralized food processing approach offering new options for

regional or shorter food value chains.

Membership

Member of the 1G-55FP will be any private person or person belonging to an institution, company,
NGO or other along the food value chain {from farm to consumer). The [G-55FP will be an open group
and free of charge. The membership starts by signing these Terms of Reference online on the FOX

projects’ website {www. fox-foodprocessinginabox.eu/f). The membership can be terminated at any

time upon reguest of the member. The coordinator reserves the right to terminate the 1G-55FP at the
end of the project lifetime (Movember 2023).

Privacy Statement

The privacy statement of the website (www. fox-foodprocessinginabow.eu/privacy-policy) will apply
to the 1G-S5FP.

Members of the |G-55FP agree that the name of their company//institution/association is mentionad
on the FOX website. The name is actively linked with the respective website. Members of the |G-55FP
may object to this at any time (EMAIL I5-55FF contact).

Contact

Peter Hall

FOX Manager of regional demonstration, stakeholder interaction and exploitation
DIL Deutsches Institut filr Lebensmitteltechnik e V.

E-Mail: info@fox-foodprocessinginabox.eu
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Annex2: Desk research on FOX partner regions (MS
40)
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Milestone description

With M3 40, 2 desk top research has been conducted to provide & solid base on possible
actors and partners for the "Eurcpean Interest Group of Small-scale Food Producers”, with
the purpose of setting-up this group as the vehicle for technology and knowledge transfer,
with the aim of preparing the ground to communicate ta partners for the FOX prototype
demonstrations in the regions, and finally to address and deliver the Exploitation plan to
explore the use of the FOX results for commercial purposes. As such, this milestons is linked
to D 8.7 (Initial Exploitation and Dissemination Plan)

'YOq e UL

By desktop research, potential partners (farmer organisations, retail, technology user and
provider) have been identified and stored into an Excel-document and saved into the FOX
SharePoint depository. As the number of contacts will grow over the duration of the FOX
project {please refer e.g. to the European Stakeholder Waorkshops Regions (first: workshop
on Proceedings and Recommendations), this depository will grow as well and will be updated
accordingly during the full length of FOX.

FOX - Innovative d led food pr ing in a box

Desk research on FOX partner regions

Deviation
MS 40 Implementation of milestone delayed from PM 5 to PM 8, to take advantage to take input
from first Segment Meeting in WUR end of November 2019. The deviation has no impact on
Partner DIL further activities in FOX.

Milestone details

The list of contacts is accessible in the FOX shares point depository [->WP 8), for internal use.

‘Workpackage B

Due in date (Month) 5
Means of verification Report
Status (date) final
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